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West Yorkshire Rural Partnership 

 
 

The Work of the West Yorkshire Rural Partnership 
 
The Partnership was set up in 2002 to promote and deliver the sustainable regeneration of rural 
communities in West Yorkshire. Membership of the Partnership has grown in recent years to 
encompass a wide range of rural practitioners and policy makers.  
 
The Partnership has most recently been commissioned to steer the delivery of a programme of 
rural activity across the sub region. Guided by the Yorkshire and Humber Rural Framework and 
the Regional Assembly, an “Agenda for Action” has been produced by the Partnership which 
seeks to deliver the following sub-regional priorities; 
 

· Improved quality of life through enhanced accessibility  
· Improved productivity from competitive rural areas 
· Strengthened and sustainable rural communities  

 
From this work stemmed two key strands of activity; 
 
The Rural Social and Community Programme 
 
Government Office Yorkshire and the Humber devolved delivery of 
the Rural and Social Community Programme to the Yorkshire Rural 
Community Council through the West Yorkshire Rural Partnership.  
Working in Partnership, a business case and resulting programme of 
activity was developed to strengthen our rural communities. 
 
Modernising Rural Delivery 
 
Yorkshire Forward devolved delivery and commissioning of the 
Modernising Rural Delivery Programme to the West Yorkshire Rural 
Partnership.  A programme of activity was developed to deliver 
improved rural productivity and access to services: 
 
The work of the Partnership through both these funding streams 
seeks also to: 

· Prioritise investments on the things that will really make a 
difference.  

· Join up activity and organisations, avoiding duplication and 
ensuring that activity compliments and contributes to related 
work 

· Ensure efficiency in how we and partners work, so more 
money is spent on the ground. 
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An Outline of The Programme 
 
 

· Ensures rural transport interventions are co-ordinated and strengthened across the sub-region by an Accessibility Officer. 
· Provides a delegated fund to kick start small scale transport interventions. 
· Improves rural interchanges and connections with other transport services thereby encouraging more people to use public transport. 
· Converts existing underused vehicles as mobile service centres to take essential services out into rural communities.  
 

 
 

· Provides bespoke business support, information, advice and training to hard to reach community groups, encouraging entrepreneurship and 
creating stronger rural businesses. 

· Offers a start-up grant to help rural residents or people wishing to locate a business within rural West Yorkshire to overcome barriers. 
· Makes provision for loan funds to be offered for those who experience problems in accessing loan finance through traditional sources (eg bad 

credit rating, CCJ). 
· Provision of good quality skills training and learning opportunities to residents and businesses in the area, better equipping local residents to 

apply for local jobs. 
 
 

· Creates physical hubs connecting rural communities to mainstream service provision (face to face and virtual) including information, advice, 
support and training to support enterprise, workforce development and improve access to jobs.  The facilities will also engage other services 
providers enabling improved access to housing advice, post office facilities and police contact points. 

· Improves management of rural service venues leading to future viability of existing service venues. 
· Builds the capacity of community thematic groups (eg. Upper Calder Valley Action Groups), creating business plans, training and a community 

mentoring programme aimed at creating sustainable communities across the sub region who are proactively involved in regeneration activity. 
 

 
 
· Secures improved awareness of rural VCS activity, its value to communities, and role within the planning and delivery of mainstream services 

via improved co-ordination and communication  
· Improves the sub-regional evidence base derived from local (community led) intelligence, accessible and appropriate for the voluntary and 

community sector  
· Simplifies Access to Funding for community and voluntary groups, thus improving their capacity to prosecute projects  
· Robust Engagement with Local Strategic Partnerships and LAA Management Boards to secure valid community engagement and so influence 

service delivery and the performance plans of key partners  
· Invests in the Capacity of rural communities through enhancing the skill base of Town & Parish Councils  
· Delivers accessibility to decent, fit for purpose and affordable rural housing across West Yorkshire  
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The Programme and its Linkages 
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Delivering fully integrated business advice and 

skills development in West Yorkshire. 
�

Increase the capacity of rural communities by 
providing improved access to skills, education 

& training. 
�

%������� �
“Virtual” Delivery of Services.  Creation of 

“Service Hubs/One stop Shops”. 
 

Strengthening market towns and service centres 
so they better serve their communities�
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 �
A strategic approach to rural transport needs in 

the sub-region co-ordinated by WYPTE. 
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